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Oh Promise Me

Song with Piano Accompaniment

Medium High in G

Reginald de KovenClement Scott

Op. 50
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Oh Promise Me was originally published as part of Reginald DeKoven's (1859-1920) comic operetta, Robin Hood. It

was added to the operetta at the last minute to provide a showcase piece for the contralto, who would not agree to

perform the operetta in its original form. Oh Promise Me quickly became a hit, and remained popular for use in

wedding ceremonies for decades after its publication.

G. Schirmer published Oh Promise Me in four keys, A � , G, F, and E � . This edition is based on the G edition. Because

of the song's popularity, Schirmer also published it as a vocal duet and in nine different instrumental arrangements.
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\version "2.10.33"

\score {
  \new StaffGroup \with {
    \remove "Span_bar_engraver"
    systemStartDelimiter = #'SystemStartBar
  }
  <<
    #(set-accidental-style 'piano-cautionary 'Score )
    \new GrandStaff <<
      % tweak seems obsolete with recent versions
      % \override BarLine #'space-alist #'next-note = #'(semi-fixed-space . 2.2 ) % slightly more space after bar lines
      \set GrandStaff.instrumentName = \num

      \new Staff = "dextra" \with {
        \override VerticalAxisGroup #'remove-empty = ##f
        % \override BarLine #'space-alist #'next-note = #'(semi-fixed-space . 2.2 )
      } { \newSpacingSection
        \tightSpacing
        \dextra
%        \allowPageTurn
      }

      \new Staff = "sinistra" \with {
        \override VerticalAxisGroup #'remove-empty = ##f
%        \override BarLine #'space-alist #'next-note = #'(semi-fixed-space . 2.2 )
      } {
        \sinistra
      }
    >>

    \new Staff = "pedal" {
      % remove excess vertical space from pedal staff
      \override Staff.VerticalAxisGroup #'minimum-Y-extent = #'(0 . 3.0)
%      \override BarLine #'space-alist #'next-note = #'(semi-fixed-space . 2.2 )
      \pedal
    }
  >>

  \layout {
    \context {
      \Score
      % Higher values reduce the effect
      % of note duration on space
      \override SpacingSpanner #'shortest-duration-space = #2.2 % 2.0 default

      % Override the default so scores consisting of all
      % quarter or half notes are not spaced too wide
      \override SpacingSpanner #'base-shortest-duration = #(ly:make-moment 1 2)

      % Allow no pedal line at beginning of piece if no notes
      \override VerticalAxisGroup #'remove-first = ##t
    }
    \context {
      \Staff 
      % remove excess vertical space
      minimumVerticalExtent = #'(-1 . 1)
    }

    % Add instrument name to grandstaff which usually lacks it
    % we use for piece number
    \context { \GrandStaff \consists "Instrument_name_engraver" }

    % Remove empty pedal lines
    \context { \RemoveEmptyStaffContext }

  }
%{
    \midi{ 
      \context {
  \Score
  tempoWholesPerMinute = #(ly:make-moment 100 4)
      }
    }
%}
}




\version "2.10.33"

  
#(set-global-staff-size 19) % 20 default 

globalSettings = { \time 4/4 \key g \major \autoBeamOff }
OriginalBreak = { \break }
OriginalPageBreak = { \pageBreak }


% Remove these if you are running lilypond prior to 2.11.51
sustainDown = \sustainOn
sustainUp = \sustainOff

\layout {
  \context{
    \Voice
    \remove "Note_heads_engraver"
    \consists "Completion_heads_engraver"
  }
}
 
\paper {
	#(set-paper-size "letter" )
%	#(set-paper-size "a4" )
 	first-page-number = 2
	print-first-page-number = ##t
%	annotate-spacing = ##t
	between-system-space = 1	% default 20 mm
	between-system-padding = 1	% default 4mm
	head-separation = 0	%default 4mm
	bottom-margin = 1	%default 6mm
	top-margin = 1		%default 5mm
	page-top-space = 1
}


melody = \transpose c c' {
	
	r1^\markup \bold "Moderato"
	r r r^\fermata
	r2 r4 r8 d\mf\<
	b b b b\! c'^> b^> g^>\p\> a^>\!
	b2. r8 b\<
	d'^> a a b\! c'^> g g\> ees\!
	d2.^> r8 d\<
	c' c' c' c'\! e'^> a a\> b
	<< c'2.\! { s4. s8 ^\markup \italic "semplice" } >> r8 c'\p
	g^\markup \italic "poco rall." g g g a a g a
	b2\< ( c'4^>\! ) r8 d' \p ^\markup \italic \column { "a tempo" "con tenerezza" }
	d'4 d' e'8^> b b b
	d'4.^> a8 a4 r8 a
	g4. g8 c' c' b ais
	b4.^> fis8 fis4.^> fis8^\markup \italic "cresc."
	e4. e8 fis fis e fis
	g4. g8 a4 ais4^>\f^\markup \italic "rall."
	b8^> b8^> c'8^> b8^> g4 a
	g2. r4


	r1 r r r
	r2 r4^\markup \italic "poco rubato" r8 d\mf
	b b b b c'\< b g a\!
	b2.^> r8 b
	d' a a b c'^> g g8. ees16
	d2. r8 d
	c' c' c' c' e'^> a^>\< a8. b16
	c'2.\! r4
	g4 ^\markup { \italic "cresc." } g8 g a a g a \<
	b4. b8 \! c'4^> r4 d' \ff ^\markup { \italic "largamente e con passione" }
	d'8 d' e'8 e' b8. b16
	d'4.^> a8 a4^> r8 a
	g4.^> g8 c' c' b ais
	b4. fis8 fis4.^\markup \italic "con forza" fis8
	e4.^> e8 fis fis e fis
	g4. g8 a4^> r8 ais8^\fermata
	b8^>^\markup \italic "rall." b8^> c'8^>\ff b8^> e'4^> d'^>
	g'2. r4 r1 r r r^\fermata
	\bar "|."
}

staffup = { \change Staff = "upper" }
staffdown = { \change Staff = "lower"  }

textA = \lyricmode { 
	Oh prom -- ise me, that some day you and I
	Will take our love to -- geth -- er to some sky
	Where we can be a -- lone, and faith re -- new,
	And find the hol -- lows where those flow -- ers
	grew, __
	Those first sweet vi -- o -- lets of ear -- ly spring,
	Which come in whis -- pers, thrill us both, and sing
	Of love un -- speak -- a ble that is to be;
	Oh prom -- ise me! oh prom -- ise me!

	Oh prom -- ise me, that you will take my hand,
	The most un -- wor -- thy in this lon -- ly land,
	And let me sit be -- side you, in your eyes
	See -- ing the vi -- sion of our par -- a -- dise,
	Hear -- ing God's mes -- sage while the or -- gan rolls
	Its might -- y mu -- sic to our ver -- y souls;
	No love less per -- fect than a life with thee;
	Oh prom -- ise me! Oh prom -- ise me!
}

dextra = \transpose c c' {
	\voiceOne
	<b d'>8^.\p\< \( <b d'>8^.  <b d'>8^.  <b d'>8^. \) <b d' g'>2^>\!\>
	<b d'>8^.\p\!\< \( <b d'>8^.  <b d'>8^.  <b d'>8^. \) <b d' g'>2^>\!\>
	\change Staff = lower
	<g, b,>8^.^\markup { \italic pesante } \! \( <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^. \)  <e g, b,>4.^> <e g, b,>8
	<fis, d>2^>^\fermata\f\> <fis, c!>^>^\fermata\!
	<g, b,>8^. \( <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^. \)
	<g, b,>8^. \( <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^. \)

	\change Staff = upper
	<g d b,>8_. \( \< <g d b,>_. \) <g d b,>_. <g d b,>_.   <c g> \( <b, g> \! <g, c e>^>\>\) <a, c d fis>^>\!
	<< { g2. d8 g } \\ { <b, d>8 <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> } >>
	<c d fis a>8 <c d fis> <c d fis> <c d fis> <c e g> <c e g> <g, c g> \> <g, c g> \!
	<< d4 \\ { <g, b,>8 <g, b,> } >> <b, d g>^> <b, d g>^> <b g d>^> <b g d> <b g d>\< <g d b,>

	% page

	% Lilypond doesn't provide any useful support for splitting
	% a chord across a piano staff, which is what appears in
	% the original.  We make do.

	\change Staff = lower
	<a, c e>8^. \( <a, c e>8^. <a, c e>8^. <a, c e>8^. \) \! <e, a, e>8^.[\( <e, a, e>\)]  <c, f, a,>^.[\( <d, gis, b,>^.\) ]
	<e, a, c>^.^\markup { \italic "cresc." } \( <e, a, c>^. <a, c>^. <a, c>^. \)

	\change Staff = upper
	\slurDown
	<c e a>_. \( <c e a>_. <c e a>_. <c e a>_. \)
	<e g>_.\p  \( <e g>_. _\markup { \italic "poco rall." } <e g>_. <e g>_. \)
	<e g a>_.  <e g a>_.  <e g a>_.  <e g a>_.

	<< { b2 ( c'4. ) r8 } \\ {  <dis fis>8 \< <dis fis> <dis fis> <dis fis> \! <d fis> <d fis> <d fis> <d fis> } >>
	<g b>_.\p \( <g b> _\markup { \italic "marc. la melodia" }
 	<g b>_. <g b>_. \) <g b>_. \( <g b>_. <g b>_. <g b>_. \)

	% ear-ly spring...
	<fis a c>_.  ( <fis a c>_.  <fis a c>_.  <fis a c>_.  )
	<fis c d> <fis c d> <fis c d> <c fis a>

	<b, e g> <b, e g> <b, e g> <b, e g> <c e g c'>_>  <c e g c'>_.  ( <b, e g b>_. <ais, e g ais>_. )

	<< { b4.^> fis8 fis4.^> fis8 } \\ { <b, fis>8 <b, fis> <b, fis> <a, b,> <a, b,> <a, b,> <a, b,> <a, b,> _\markup { \italic "cresc." } } >>

	<g, c e>8_. ( <g, c e>_. <g, c e>_. <g, c e>_.  )
	<a, g dis fis>_. ( <a, g dis fis>_.  <a, g e>_.  <a, g dis fis>_. )


	<b, e g>8_.  ( <b, e g>_. <b, e g>_. <b, e g>_. )
	<c g a>8 <c g a> <cis g ais>_>\f <cis g ais>_\markup { \italic "rall." }
	<d g b>_> <d g b>_> <e g c'!>_> <d g b> <c e g>4 <c d fis a>
	<b, d g>2. r4


	% begin dup

	\voiceOne
	<b d'>8^.\p\< \( <b d'>8^.  <b d'>8^.  <b d'>8^. \) <b d' g'>2^>\!\>
	<b d'>8^.\p\!\< \( <b d'>8^.  <b d'>8^.  <b d'>8^. \) <b d' g'>2^>\!\>
	\change Staff = lower
	<g, b,>8^.^\markup { \italic pesante } \! \( <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^. \)  <e g, b,>4.^> <e g, b,>8
	<fis, d>2^>^\fermata\f\> <fis, c!>^>^\fermata\!
	<g, b,>8^. \( <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^. \)
	<g, b,>8^. \( <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^.  <g, b,>8^. \)

	\change Staff = upper
	<g d b,>8_. \( \< <g d b,>_. \) <g d b,>_. <g d b,>_.   <c g> \( <b, g> \! <g, c e>^>\>\) <a, c d fis>^>\!
	<< { g2. d8 g } \\ { <b, d>8 <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> <b, d> } >>
	<c d fis a>8 <c d fis> <c d fis> <c d fis> <c e g> <c e g> <g, c g> \> <g, c g> \!
	<< d4 \\ { <g, b,>8 <g, b,> } >> <b, d g>^> <b, d g>^> <b g d>^> <b g d> <b g d>\< <g d b,>

	% page

	% Lilypond doesn't provide any useful support for splitting
	% a chord across a piano staff, which is what appears in
	% the original.  We make do.

	\change Staff = lower
	<a, c e>8^. \( <a, c e>8^. <a, c e>8^. <a, c e>8^. \) \! <e, a, e>8^.\( <e, a, e>\) <c, f, a,>^.\( <d, gis, b,>^.\) 
	<e, a, c>^.^\markup { \italic "cresc." } \( <e, a, c>^. <a, c>^. <a, c>^. \)

	\change Staff = upper
	\slurDown
	<c e a>_. \( <c e a>_. <c e a>_. <c e a>_. \)
	<e g>_.\p  \( <e g>_. _\markup { \italic "poco rall." } <e g>_. <e g>_. \)
	<e g a>_.  <e g a>_.  <e g a>_.  <e g a>_.

	%parts diverge

	<< { b4. b8 c'8^> c'8^> c'8^> c'8^> } \\ {  <dis fis>8 \< <dis fis> <dis fis> <dis fis> \! <d fis> <d fis> <d fis> <d fis> } >> 
	<< d'4^>\ff \\ { <d g b>8[  <d g b> ]} >> <d g b d'>_\markup \italic "colla voce"  <d g b d'>  <e g b e'>^>  <e g b e'>  <e g b>^>  <e g b> 

	<< { d'4.^> a8 } \\ { <d fis a> <d fis a> <d fis a> <d fis> } >>
	<d fis a>^> <d fis a> <d fis a> <d fis a>
	<b, e g> <b, e g> <b, e g> <b, e g> <c e g c'>_.\( <c e g c'>_.\) <b, e g b>\( <ais, e g ais>_. \)

	<b, fis b> <b, fis a>  <b, fis a>  <b, fis a> <a, b, fis> <a, b, fis> <a, b, fis> <a, b, fis>

	<g, b, e>^> <g, b, e> <g, c e> <g, c e> <fis, a, b, dis><a, b, dis fis> <a, b, cis fis> <a, b, dis fis>
	<g, b, e g> <g, b, e g> < g, b, e g> < b, e g>
	<c g a> ^> <c g a> ^> <c g a> ^> <cis g ais> ^> ^\fermata
	<d g b> <d g b> <e g c'> <d g b> <g a cis' e>4 \ff^> <d fis a c' d'>_>

	<g b d' g'>8^>_\markup \italic "a tempo" <d g b> <d g b> <g b d'>^>
	<g b e'>^> <g b e'> <d g b>^> <d g b>
	<< { d'4.^> a8 a2^> } \\ { <d fis a>8 \> <d fis>^\markup \italic "dim." <d fis> <d fis> <d fis> <d fis> < d fis> < d fis> \! } >>
	<< { b,4.^> d8 } \\
	{ \change Staff = lower  \voiceOne <d, g,>8 <d, g,> <d, g,>
	\change Staff = upper \voiceTwo <g, b,> } >>
	<g, b, e>^> [ <g, b, e>^> ] <g, b,>^> <g, b,>

	<c d>4._> a,8^\markup \italic "rall." a,4_> c_>
	b,_> <b g'>\pp <b, g>2^\fermata

	\bar "|."
	%}

}
	
sinistra = {
	\voiceTwo
	g'8_.\( g'_. g'_. g'_.\) e'2
	g'8_.\( g'_. g'_. g'_.\) e'2
	\change Staff = lower
	d8_.   d8_.  d8_.  d8_. cis4 ~ <cis cis,>4
	\OriginalBreak
	<d a, d,>2_\fermata <d a, d,>2_\fermata
	<g, d>2. r4

	<< { d2 e8 ( d ) d d } \\ { g,2. r4 } >>
	\voiceOne g,4 \voiceTwo d8 \( e d2^>\)
	\OriginalBreak
	\voiceOne
	<g, d> <g, e>4_> <g, ees>_>
	<< { d4 d8 \( g b4^>\) } \\ g,2. >> r4

	\OriginalPageBreak
	<a,, a,>2 <c c,>4 f,8( e, )
	a,4 c8( e  a4^> ) r
	c'8 c' c' c' c' c' c' c' 
	b b b b a a a d
	d'4 d' e'8( b) b b
	d'4.( a8) a4. d8
	\OriginalBreak
	e2 e4 e
	dis4. dis8 dis2 
	e4\( c << b,2^> \\ { b,4  b,,  \) } >>
	\voiceOne 
	e4 e, <ees ees,>_> <ees ees,>
	<d d,>4. <d d,> 8 <d d,>4 <d d,>
	<g, d>2. r4
	\OriginalPageBreak

	%begin dup for 2nd verse
	\change Staff = upper
	\voiceTwo
	g'8_.\( g'_. g'_. g'_.\) e'2
	g'8_.\( g'_. g'_. g'_.\) e'2
	\change Staff = lower
	d8_.   d8_.  d8_.  d8_. cis4 ~ <cis cis,>4
	<d a, d,>2_\fermata <d a, d,>2_\fermata
	<g, d>2. r4

	<< { d2 e8 ( d ) d d } \\ { g,2. r4 } >>
	\voiceOne g,4 \voiceTwo d8 \( e d2^>\)
	\voiceOne
	<g, d> <g, e>4_> <g, ees>_>
	\OriginalBreak
	<< { d4 d8 \( g b4^>\) } \\ g,2. >> r4

	<a,, a,>2 <c c,>4 f,8( e, )
	a,4 c8( e  a4^> ) r
	\OriginalBreak
	c'8 c' c' c' c' c' c' c' 
	b b b b a a a a

	% parts diverge 

	<< {r8\sustainDown <d g b> <d g b> <d g b> <d g b> <d g b> <d g b> <d g b> \sustainUp } \\ <g,, g,>1 >>
	\OriginalPageBreak
	<< { r8\sustainDown <d fis a c'> <d fis a c'> <d fis a c'> <d fis a c'> <d fis a c'> <d fis a c'> <d fis a c'> \sustainUp } \\ <d, d,,>1 >>

	<< { r8 \sustainDown <e g> <e g> <e g> <e, e g>\arpeggio <e g> <e, e g>\arpeggio <e g> \sustainUp } \\ <e,, e,>1 >>
	<< { <dis fis>8\arpeggio <dis fis> <dis fis> <dis fis> <dis fis> <dis fis> <dis fis> <dis fis> } \\ dis,1 \arpeggio >>
	\OriginalBreak
	<e, e>4_> <c c,>_> <b, b,,>2_>
	<e, e,,> <ees, ees,,>4. <ees, ees,,>8^\fermata
	\OriginalBreak

	<< { <g b >8\arpeggio <g b> <g c'> <g b> } \\ <d, d,,>2\arpeggio >>
	\voiceOne
	<cis' a g d d,>4\arpeggio <d fis a c'>^>
	<g,, g, d b>8\arpeggio <g b> <g b> <g b> <g b e'> <g b e'> <g b> <g b>
	<g, g> <g a c'> <g a c'> <g a c'> <g a c'> <g a c'> <g a c'> <g a c'>
	\OriginalBreak
	\voiceTwo <g,, g,> g, g, g, << { e8 [e ]e e }\\{ g,4 g, } >>
	<< { fis8 [fis] fis fis fis fis <fis a> < fis a> g4 }\\
	{ <g, d>8 <g, d>8 <g, d>8 <g, d>8 <g, d>8 <g, d>8 <g, d>8 [ <g, d>8 ] <g, d> 4 } >>
	<g d'>4
	<g, d>2^\fermata
	
	\bar "|."
}	

\book {
\header {
  title = "Oh Promise Me"
  subtitle = "Song with Piano Accompaniment"
  subsubtitle ="Medium High in G"
  composer = "Reginald de Koven"
  mutopiacomposer = "DeKovenR"
  poet = "Clement Scott"
  mutopiainstrument = "Voice and Piano"
  opus = "Op. 50"
  source = "G. Schirmer, 1889"
  style = "Song"
% Copyright, 1889, by G. Schirmer; Copyright renewed, 1917, by Reginald De Koven
  copyright = "Public domain"
  enteredby = "Steve Dunlop"
  maintainer = "Steve Dunlop"
  maintainerEmail = "music@nerstrand.net"
  maintainerWeb = "http://www.nerstrand.net/music"
  lastupdated = "1/19/2008"
  moreInfo = "19th century song, remains popular at weddings"
}

\score {
%  \transpose g f
  \new StaffGroup \with 
  {
	systemStartDelimiter = #'SystemStartBar
	\remove Span_bar_engraver
  } <<

      \new Staff=melStaff <<
         \set Staff.instrumentName = "Voice "
         \new Voice = "melVoice" { <<\globalSettings \melody >> }
      >>
      \new Lyrics = "melVoice" {s1 }

      \context Lyrics = melVoice \lyricsto "melVoice" \textA
					
      \new PianoStaff <<
      	  \set PianoStaff.instrumentName = "Piano "
      	  \set PianoStaff.connectArpeggios = ##t
	  \new Staff = "upper" {
	  	\globalSettings
		  << \dextra \\ \sinistra >>
	  }
	  \new Staff = "lower" {
	  	\globalSettings
	      \clef bass
	      s1 s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s
	      s1 s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s
	      s1 s s s 
	  }
     >>
     
  >>
}
\markup { \lower #20 { 
\override #'(baseline-skip . 3) \column {

\pad-around #2 \justify {
\bold "Oh Promise Me" was originally published as part of Reginald
DeKoven's (1859-1920) comic operetta, \italic "Robin Hood."
It was added to the operetta at the last minute to provide
a showcase piece for the contralto, who would not agree to
perform the operetta in its original form.  
\italic "Oh Promise Me" quickly became a hit, and remained
popular for use in wedding ceremonies for decades after its
publication.
} 

\pad-around #2 \justify {
G. Schirmer published \italic "Oh Promise Me" in four keys, A\flat, G, F, and E\flat.  This edition is based on the G edition.
Because of the song's popularity, Schirmer also published it
as a vocal duet and in nine different instrumental arrangements.
}

\pad-around #5 \justify {
Nerstrand Music Publications - freeing masterworks from the chains of copyright }


}
}
}
}

    \midi{ 
      \context {
	\Score
	tempoWholesPerMinute = #(ly:make-moment 84 4)
      }
    }



% Standard header for Nerstrand Music Publications editions



\paper {

	#(set-paper-size "letter" ) 

	between-system-space = 15\mm	%default 20; ideal distance between centers of staves

	between-system-padding = 4\mm	%default 4; minimum distances between bounding boxes

	page-limit-inter-system-space = ##t

	page-limit-inter-system-space-factor = 1.3



	page-spacing-weight = 20	% 1=emphasize horizontal spacing over vertical

	blank-page-force = 500		% (10 default) penalty for blank pages

%	ragged-bottom = ##t		% for evaluating vertical spacing problems

	ragged-last-bottom = ##f





	top-margin = 4\mm	% default 5

	bottom-margin = 4\mm	% default 6

	head-separation = 3\mm	% default 4

	foot-separation = 3\mm	% default 4

	left-margin = 0.5\in

	line-width = 7.5\in

	tagline =  ##f

}



\header {

  tagline = ##f

}



halsup = { \stemUp \tieUp }

halsneutral = { \stemNeutral \tieNeutral \slurNeutral }

halsdown = { \stemDown \tieDown }



staffupAltoToo = { \change Staff = "dextra" \halsdown }

staffdownAltoToo = { \change Staff = "sinistra" \halsup }

staffup = { \change Staff = "dextra" \halsdown }

staffdown = { \change Staff = "sinistra" \halsup }



% change these if you don't want alto clefs



acleftreble = { \clef alto }

aclefbass = { \clef alto }

acleftreble = { \clef treble }

aclefbass = { \clef bass }

acleftrebleRedBass = { \clef treble }

fixRedStems = { }



lpbreak = { \break }	% line breaks for letter portrait

% lpbreak = { }	% line breaks for letter portrait



llbreak = { }	% line breaks for letter landscape

% llbreak = { \break }	% line breaks for letter landscape



tightSpacing = { \override Score.SpacingSpanner #'spacing-increment = #0.70 }

mediumSpacing = { \override Score.SpacingSpanner #'spacing-increment = #1.00 } % .95

wideSpacing = { \override Score.SpacingSpanner #'spacing-increment = #1.4 } %1.2

widerSpacing = { \override Score.SpacingSpanner #'spacing-increment = #1.8 }



fugueTurn = {}



